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Some deserters explain what made them decide they could nt 
serve in the US armed forces, and why they came to Can ada 


Why 

They 

Won’t 

Fight 

By William Spencer 

Weekend Magvine 


SHOULD DESERTERS from the US armed forces 
have the right to return to their country without 
being punished? Many of the thousands of deserters 
living in Canada think so — and now, for the first 
time, something is being done about it. 

Almost atl the deserters want to settle down here. 
But they also believe they have done nothing wrong, 
morally, in refusing to have anything to do with 
what they see as an unjustifiable war in Vietnam. 
And anti-war and church groups in the US are plan- 
ning to bring pressure on the American government to 
eventually grant amnesty to deserters— although it has 
never done so before. 

An American congressman, Edward 1. Koch, called 
for amnesty for deserters and draft dodgers after visit- 
ing Toronto, Oitawa and Montreal last month. At a 
press conference, the New York Democrat said: 
“They should be welcomed back neither as heroes nor 
as criminals, but as young men who are doing their 
best to uphold l he finest traditions of this country 

No one knows exactly how many deserters there 
arc here, but their numbers have been increasing 
dramatically in recent months. And as they grow in 
strength, numerically, they are becoming far better 
organized — and more vocal than ever before. 

“They shouldn’t be able to keep us out of our own 


B. APPROX 

country.” savs Dr. Donald Bourke.. “They're deny 
ing us our basic rights.” A highly articulate Ne' 
York er. Dr. Bourke, 29, is one member of the mil 
“brain drain" into Canada, caused by the Vietnar 
war, who is working for an honorable return to th 
US for deserters. Dr. Bourke was a captain in th 
US army reserve until he was called to active dut 
and deserted. Now- he's workingjfor a large Mon 
real hospital and, in his spare time, for the 

One result of bettchoneantzation among the d* 
serters is the promise of badly needed financial hel 
from Canadian churches and other groups. A mce 
ing with church leaders from Canada and the US i 
Windsor in early December produced the expect: 
tion of some large contributions, which the Canadia 
Council of Churches agreed to distribute among th 
deserters’ organizations, of which there are abo 
half a dozen across the country. 

It’s impossible to estimate accurately the size * 
the deserters' community in Canada. Recent U 
government figures put the desertion rate at ov« 
73,000 last year, compared to 40,000 in 1967. N: 
omi Wall, who has been working with the Toront 
Anti- Draft Programme (TADP) for three years, pu 
the figures at 60,000 to 75,000 deserters and dra 
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started turning purple 



David Millen is a shy, fair-haired 18-year- 
old from De troit. Mic higan. He had arrived 
in Montreal two days before with a friend, 
and the ADC hadjaeua^them into a base- 
ment flat. B- 

Lacking two credits towards his high 
school diploma, Dave had enlisted in the 
US army on May 27, 1969. Dave thought he 
would become "independent’* in the army, 
but soon discovered he was just a number. 

Sent to Fort Knox, Kentucky, for eight 
trailing. Dave Had trouble fit- 
ting in almost immediately. I had emotional 
difficulties,” he said, "and I couldn’t conform 
to the discipline. At home, I had been taught 
to think like a man, but here you were just 
like cattle. There was no room for individ- 
uality.” 

Sent to another company to continue his 
training, Dave went AWOL for- 12 days in 
Detroit, where he did a lot of thinking, but 
didn’t go home. He decided to go back, re- 
ceived a summary court martial, a demotion 
to private E-1, the lowest rank, and a fine of 
two-thirds of a month's pay [$76]. Still, he 
graduated from basic training and was 
transferred to Fort Sam Houston, Texa s, for 
advanced training. Dave spent 13 weeks pre- 
paring to be a medic, and at the end of it, 
received orders for Vietnam. 

Home on leave, Dave decided to desert. 
He obtained the address of the ADC and was 
driven to Windsor, where he and his friend 
caught a train for Montreal. 

A guitarist who played with a group called 
The Third World War in Detroit. Dave would 
like to study piano, and work for a degree in 
music. But for the moment, he is trying to 
adjust to his new surroundings. 

"I feel I am coming to the age of man- 
hood," he explained. "I don’t feel I am a man 
yet, although the army gave me a foothold 
on this. But I have to do what I truly feel is 
right.” 


See Counter Attack! page 2H. 
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then undoubtedly 
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j For further information at no obligation to you, mail 
I this coupon postage-free to: Director of Recruiting, j 
| Canadian Forces Headquarters, Ottawa 4, Ontario. 

Please send me further information on the new i 
! Canadian Armed Forces. 
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You hove enough sense to consider your 
future. At this point you’re working towards 
your high school diploma and university 
entrance standards. We think you have 
enough sense to continue considering your 
future by thinking about us: The Canadian 
Armed Forces and our Regular Officer 
Training Plan. 

As a member of the ROTP, we'd like you 
to consider Its special subsidized Military 
College plan that leads to a degree in 
Arts, Sciences or Engineering. 

The three Canadian Mi/i/ary Col/eges are The 
Royol Military College of Canada, at Kingston, 
Ontario; Royal Roads Military College, in 
Victoria , 8 C , and College militaire royal de 
Saint-Jean, in Saint-Jeon , Quebec. 


We'd like you to consider the full, rich, . 
well-rounded on-campus life; the oppor- 
tunity you hove to travel; and the great 
people you meet. 

We'd also like you to consider the 
Officers Commission you receive when 
you graduate and the position, security 
and opportunities it will bring. 

So if you’re getting a high school 
education you should have enough sense 
to consider your future. And your future 
with us. 


THE CANADIAN 
ARMED FORCES 


Give it some thought. 
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As l shoved slimy fish down a seal s gullet, 
wrestled with a vicious bald eagle, rowed a little 
boat in the eight-foot swells of the Pacific and 
courageously put up with scores of mosquito bites, 
I realized how happy I was that I had married 
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Mr. Clarence J. Seitz 
2412 - 8 Avenue A North 
Lethbridge, Alta. 
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Mli» Frances Howe* 
73 Elliott Row 
Saint John, N.B. 


Mr. Norman L Kilpatrick 
9512-129 A Ave. 
Edmonton 31 , Alta. 


Mr*. Ruth deMetereo 
1160 -8th Ave. N.W, 
Mooi* Jaw, Saak. 


Mr. Etienne Savard 
104 Levi* . 

Alma, Lac St Jean. Quo. 


Mr. Denis B. Zawada 
Ste.#3, 138- 3rd Ave. N.E. 
Dauphin, Man. 


Mrs. Evelyn Hume 
121 4 Columbia St 
Kami oo pa, 8.C. 


Weekend Magazine Feb, 7.1970 - 27 



h J (ij 


Canada: A Haven For Cowards 
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By Ronald Foster 

Civil liberties groups, accompa- 
nied by various placard wavers and 
semi-professional protesters, have 
all condemned what they term the 
“inhumane" treatment afforded the 


refugee from military service. 

They defend, specifically, the 
American draft dodger or deserter 
(see page 2), who states he came to 
Canada on a matter of principle, 
conveniently labelled “anti-Viet- 
nam", and adopts the title of polit- 
ical refugee. 

Political refugees have been, his- 
torically, the types who left their 
homeland only when they could do 
no more to change the system from 
within, generally after years of effort 
which had made their position un- 
tenable. 

They leave to continue the fight 
from somewhere else, a country 
w hich, in most cases, has a differing 
political background from their own. 
A Russian, fleeing Communist ideol- 
ogy, does not choose China for asy- 
lum. 


The draft dodger ^^Herter does 
not leave the of perse- 

cution. discri/r' Jon. poverty, 
coercion or disreputable behavior by 
persons highly placed. 

He does not leave a graft -ridden 
society for cleaner air. 

He rarely leaves for economic 1 
reasons. 

He leaves simply because he does 
not wish to go to war. 

That is the beginning of the end. 

Man can live alone, and survive. 
The instant he relinquishes some of 
this sovereignty he becomes human 
instead of animal, and multiplied by 
the thousands he becomes a nation, 
with responsibilities. 

‘To run from this responsibility, he 
detracts from his humanity and mul- 
tiplied by thousands, he again be- 
comes animal. 

Most governments recognize the 
conscientious objector — the man to 
whom fighting is completely out of 
the question. In the main, these 
people have lived this type of life 
since birth. A conscientious objector 
is not someone who suddenly de- 
cides he would like to be one be- 


cause it is to his advantage. 

Nothing but admiration is due a 
person who does not wish to partici- 
pate in killing in any fashion, and 
will fight his own fight on the exist- 
ing battleground — within his own 
country. 

But to run w hen there is a chance 
to present an objective criticism la- 
bels the deserter as a hypocrite and 
coward. 

This type of person will no more 
defend Canada than the country of 
his birth, as he will find that many 
of the reasons he left the United 
Stales exist here as well, including a 
reasonable and honorable request to 
defend the principles of its exist- 
ence. 

The draft dodger is not a glamor- 
ous rebel, but a running, frightened 
coward, and the world has seen 
many of these. 

A parasite is a parasite. 


Mr. Foster, a fire department cap- 
lain in Etobicoke, a suburb of To- 
ronto, is a former paratrooper who 
served in the Korean war. 
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Why would anyone return to the US and 
i ■ "turn himself in to the military authorities after 
• deserting to Canada? Tim Van^Landingham, 
22 rfirt it tn ! work against the war. in 


- t/; 


wmm 





I^S^-l^treated as ^person". ^m. frc^Bay^Chy. 

p'O^^rSraeant in Detroit r-. and, naturally. r g 
J call him sif% Tim says he was;, 
••^ forced to stand in the comer of a room for, . 
f-TrKfcl '* *•■•'.' half an hour* without moving. Then he was 
ler!i;- r brought back to see the sergeant, and when 
ifev: • he suit. refused to stand at attention or ad- 
llw#:: ^ dress flic-sergeant properly, he was sent 
^f-Vl '■ back To the'corncr, This procedure was 

he was handcuffed and 
,^ >.0 : MPs beat him. They then secured his 
v handcuffs to a radiator, and slowly tightened. 
p^-J^ ti^ Cliffs untilhis hands started turning pur- 
• | iS ple This continued for about 10 minutes.^ 
tep.tt#ThS did it for Tim. When he had been 
locked^ up, he remoy^ ; ^ b^ f rc^ two 
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David Butterfield received a telegram a 

year ago' January ■ at the,, University of Bor- 
• deaux in France, where ;he.,was studying 
informing him .ho had been drafted_ At that 
^7 time he was 20, from a com.^ablyr^farj^; 

jn Westport, Connecticut; and . a drop out , 

. ' from Harvard, where he had^been stu ying , . 

: psychology. He lost his student deferment. 

f^lwhen he left Harvard.-^^ 

>V:v . Although; he ; felt vaguely -that the war_.n , 
'. Vietnam was immoral, Dave says tho 9 

I had to go in because I wasn t sure of rny 
‘^feelings 7 1 was afraid I might not be able to 
•fi !?®'! n i S : ISin Aif ■! Basic combat training 




S S, W need ’Da »0 there Ms more to it 
S that - and he applied for conscientious 

V CoS" He Sdded: -OrigthaUy. I was h W; 

• - inn to become a medic ;b.ut:the medic s_ job 

“o be'p the soldier do a belter job of 

i'!^' One rririht, driving track to.tho base from a 
: siind'iv pass witti i'a^trt^.'i'Harry.QriswoW^- 

20 from North. Branford, Connecticut Dave,.v 
talked over the possibility of deserting to 

Sad Shey decided :o come for a while to 

'. see how they liked it;* . tirr .^ ,., a : . 

•'We were pretty tenseiup to the tirne w^. 

• qot 'across • the • border l \\,.says;^pay8.^.v We , 
V:V thought, .'Somethingls bpimd hJf^PPSh. grt r ; 
.i'when we got through, we. both got ouj oUhe 
v>vi *it was a orettv : great fcsnnQv ; ; 
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^ DeSilt^ the !> rtei« involved, 'Dave has ie-;i 

- • t urnecT to the States - several , t imes to visit 
1 friends and his mothor. “S^vel 

1 ;jto.Vietnam." ■■ 
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m 0 * — y Chadians have deserted from 
No -- ‘ - Y — - sought refuge in their own 

V ». ..a u ^ ^iHn i 


the U: 


CCi ‘-*1 


co-r't-y Tom Gosse 1 has — - but -Tie didn it 
kro-v until £ year ago that he is a Canadian. 
q c , Ti the US, Tom, 20, is the son of a 
--—eland fisherman who lives in oooton 
taken out American citizen- 
Ha had enlisted in the navy for ,our 
vem- as a way of avoiding the war. 

^ w.-rt.-svar after a few montns as an av.a- 
t:o ; bosun's mate on the aircraft earner... 
Shar-'i-la Tom learned his ship was going 
on calro with the Seventh Fleet off tne coast 
Mv^ °am early this year. Tom’s job was to 
oush olanes around on the flight deck and, 

' he savs ? decided that launching planes 

was just as bad as picking up a rifle and kill- 

10 Mewlnonths before he deserted, Tom _ ap- 
nti^H for discharge on the grounas that he 
j!as a Roman Catholic and had become 
opposed to killing during . the course of h 

! se Jji?-fever he was turned down, left his ship ; 
! when!-fwa;i docked at Mayport. Florida, and 

I tiew fo Boston where he consulted a a y ' ^ 
j »u« s S ;d if t turned myself in at the Bost 
\ -t^ticn maybe I could get processed 

• I turned mysoll in there and 

I S“>T‘3d!;^ send you right back to 

3 Kd'tour hours until my piano left tor 

■i , o i v'^nt back to see the lawyer and 

3 loShtoWsv/as no way I was going back. 

!i He sa-d ’You'll get court-martialied. 1 d seen 
8 Ihe brig on the ship, and there was no sense 

1 in so ^ * Jcok a plane to Toronto instead of 
| Florida. He didn’t see his familj ^before he 
left "They’d turn. me into the FBI so tasx, 
he cr-vs "They can’t see deserting, 
ti ’ Arriving at the. Toronto Anti-Draft Pro- 
fa nramme office last January, Tom was told 
; ’FhTdWn" bio deserters. He was referred 
i - Montreal, and there someone 

| Motioned that' sons of Canadian citizens 

: i ar tt^.-= C h^ could os recognized as Cana- 
"j -.rT"-- » r e T v2 re certain forms that had to be 
.. •''"A,, - : c ' carer, fs. His parents sent 

• pick rifppd to shreds. Only altar 

- v, ad chucked nis recorcs was he ac- 
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David ivliilen is a shy, fair-haired 1|-year* 
old from Detroit, Michigan. Hs .,au am - 
in v'ontrea! two days beiore wa:i a 
and the ADC had moved them into a basu- 

m Lacktng two credits towards his high 
schoo* diploma, Dave had enlisted m the 
US army on May 27. 1369. Daw thought he 

would become “independent in the c^rny, 

but soon discovered he was just a numu^. 

like cattle. There was no room for mow 
UC Sent to another company to continue * h>s 

raining Dave went AWOL for 12 days n 

Detroit®’ where he did a lot .of thinking, but 
on home He decided to go bacK, re 
a summary court martial. a demotion 
fo private E-1. the tow* rank and a je of 
two-thirds of a month's pay s » ~ 

oradualad Irom basic traci ng «nd . - 
transferred to Fort Sam Ho^on. cx^ 
advanced training. Dave spent --^ck.pr. 
oaring to be a medic, and at the end o, n. 

re< Fome orf?eave. r Diav^decided to desert. 
He^obtained the address of the ADC i ano iwas 
driven to Windsor, where he and his tr.eno 
esuaht a train tor Montreal. 

A guitarist who played with a group called 
The Third World War in Detroit, D^ve \-°u 
Uke to study piano, and work for a degree in 
music. Bu/for the moment, he is trying to 
ndiust to his new surroundings. 

.'Itol I am coming to the ago ot map- 
hood ” he explained. “I don t feel 1 am - m«n 

yet, although the army gave me a ^hold 

cn t his. B ut 1 have to do what 1 truly^eei is 


right.” 
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j • ^£X. • £•. 


\j John Edgar Eoover;.^ 

•„; ’ ?, / • Director ' y P- 

to Toledo, Ohio, in returned tp Cay 
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SUBJECT: AMERICAN DESERTERS COMMITTEE, 
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Montreal 151, Quebec, Canada 
DESERTER MATTERS 

In 4/9-23/70, issue of "Q u ®®“ < ^tSs** 88 "* 

s^^A-«'^s-rs2rs^ss 
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"For information about desertion to 
Canada, Contact American Deserters 
Committee, 102 Villeneuve East, 

Montreal 151, Quebec, Canada, 
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split to Canada after r a n^application^aSor after 
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25-544407. 

ErnreBB" is a Cincinnati, Ohio, 
The "Queen City Express material, 

underground newspaper which carries He. Left 
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j>lixon seeking v/ar with C hina, H aydf 
fells meeting ip Montr eal J \o^ 


From th« Montreal Bureau 
.of The Globe and Mail 

MONTREAL — U.S. policy 
,'ioutheast Asia is designed-, 
provoke confrontation with , 
iha. Tom Hayden, one of 
e Chicago 8, who were 
iarged with leading demon- 
rations that led to riots at 
e Democratic national con- 
rntion in 1968, told about 200 
ople at an anti-war meeting 
Montreal on Saturday. j 
He accused President Ricn- 
■d Nixon of proposing the 
iti-China plan for more than 
years and said there is 
•ave danger that the plan 
ill be carried out now that 
[r. Nixon is President. 

The plan can be stopped bat 
lly by overthrowing the U.S. I 
ovemment, he said. It will i 
ave to be halted by young I 
eople in and outside the ; 
hited States without waiting { 
>r aUies from others in the j 
opulation, an alliance that | 
rould be questionable and • 
oav never come. 

Mr. Hayden is in MontreJ 


o develop contact between 
J.S. deserters, draft dodger* 
ind sympathizers in Montreal 
ifi the anti-war movement in 
Berkeley, Calif. He spoke at 
ilcGill University to a crowd 
imostly young people that 
mid SI .50 plus donations to 
war him. 

He was the highlight of an 
ivening meeting that was part 
if • a three-day conference of 
inti-war groups in Canada 
Jiat ended yesterday. 

Mr. Hayden called the Presr 
dent “a person who has been 
ledicated since at least 1948 
,o an all-out confrontation 
vith the Communists, South- 
east Asia and the Soviet 
Jnion.” He called this an indi- 
cation of trouble to come and 
aid the UjS. invasion of Cam- 
wdia is mild, compared with 
ivliat will develop. 

Mr. Hayden compared tie 
LJ.S. invasion of Cambodia to 
Ihe French defeat at Died 
Bien Phu UfffiiMt- 


Mr. Nixon's die* of support ; 
emflraced the use of 'atomic -» 
weapons, he said. He pointed i 
to the generation gap when be 
saw Mr. Nixon has been deai- ! 
cated to the destruction of so- ! 
cial revolution in Asia for 
longer than most of his Satur- 
day audience has lived. 

“The Administration be- i 
lieves military victory is nec- 
essary in South East Asia, 
with atomic weapons if neces- 
sary* and they believe they 
can get away with it because, 
world public opinion will be 
toe .slow to turn the situation 
an l ineffective afterward." 
Th * same is true of U.S. pub- 
lic opinion. He estimated tn it 
from 20 to 25 per cent of Ai 1- 

ericans oppose the war in Viet- 
nam and are committed KO; 
i getting out, about the saiie 
, p oportion want victory ana 
: the rest of the country is gn- . 

• h ippy but does nothihg. 

r Mr. Hayden said the short 
time available to change the 
direction of the United States 
; means that the silent majority 
should be ignored by young 

twenty five' years of cold 
war and five years of the 
Vietnam war have not stirred 

* them and “they may jus; 
sleep through" the next stage L 
he said. “You have to make l 
g > of it with who you havij , 
tl e numbers you have." , , 

fiven the roost recent pro- 


test 42^ Unite&StalaMrt- , 
^eluding events that led to stu-o 
r dent deaths at two colleges .j 
j are “altogether inadequate.”. 4 

Mr. Hayden was broughfeo* 

\ Montreal by the American De- ' 
serters Committee, which is V 
host for the first national con-1 
\ ference of draft resisters and ; 
^deserters in Canada. A staff*' 
member of the committee 
‘ said that all cities with corner 
mittees were sending dele-., 
:* gates except Calgary, where j. 
the group is short of money. 

Workshops were held in pri-^ 
\ ate. Even the Saturday night *; 
meeting was restricted by ufc ^ 
glnizers’ decision to disallow ] 
television or radio reporting 7 
An* underground film cre^. 

* f com New York filmed the A 

' weekend. < 

I Among the areas discus; ;ed 
; uaring the weekend was wi at ; 

fee long-term policy of l^S . } 
-• deserters in Canada should 
be. The major options are to 
blend into Canadian life’ 
■quietly 'and keep open the ; 
human pipeline across the > 
border or to develop an in- - 
creasingly militant ’oppositoh } 
/ to U.S. policies, as thenum- * 
ber of young Americans com- 1 
ing to Canada for anti-war • 
- reasons grows, the group may 

* seek to influence U.S. poltey 
fi im Canada or to reassemble 

I a 1 a larger force back in the 
; f U lited States. The committee 1 
make a statement today > 
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< ^7(kERICAN DESERTERS ' -COMMITTEE - -CANADA V 

IS - MISC. 

V/ Pnrlo( , ed for the Bureau are 10 xerox copies of the •< 

X&gOeJSBSZ ^Pe-rtersVCo^ittee^wslett^^^age - ^ 

letter issu^ijajt. the 92 “ 3923 . 

- nrixr 4-his letter and of the enclosure is desig- 
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This newsletter was made available 
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of the fact that it was 
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revolutionary union, 
also known as 

PE 0 UNION, BAY AREA 
pr vrn.UTT ON A.PY_ UNION 


rn September, 1968 a source 

"evolutionary Union, connon y rlv \o g g as a covert, 

the "ed Union < "f . a °wtt Srpanisstion ideologically 

revolutionary, tlarxist-heninist organ^ ^ as the 

oriented tov/ard Communist China, inigt line as 

mode 1 of the correcl [ revolutionary M»««5voe.te. the necessity 
developed through MAO uerril i a warfare to overthrow 

of violent revolution and op g United States and effect 

the existing political svstem in the ini re collecting 

radical changes in this nation, and some ^ enRage d in 

firearms, explosives, training. In the San Francisco 

guerrilla warfare and firearms training each _ n San 

Bay Area, the BU consists of ; . 

Francisco, the Last Hay, 

• . 1QM _ second source advised that the RU 
In April, 1969, a seeon ph advertisements in 

partially surfaced du r 1 |lf.^J identifying^three members of the 
select "New Left periodica ’ * kesme J and offering for sale 
Executive Committee as P ,- nc i u ding a "Statement of Principles, 
select writings of the RU, including a excep tion of the three 

in the form of "The ^d Papers With the of the RU 

publiclv identified spokesmen : J^idual members are free to reveal 
will remain covert; ^ owe ^’ political associates’ as the necessities 
their RU membership to close 
of political effectiveness dictate. 

The P U * s published ^tatemer^ 

the smashing of the exis inp, ^ of co mmunism and the dictators i] 

creation^of™ 6 re volutionary nartv based upon Harxism-Lemmsm 
as developed through MAD Tse-tung, 


appenpix 


